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MINUTES OF THE BUTE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 15 MAY 2019 AT THE MUSEUM  7 STUART STREET  ROTHESAY 

 
Those Present:  
 
Marlene Hill  Chairman,  
Jan Cochrane, Duncan Ferguson, Iain Gillespie, John Graham  Website Advisor, Nikki Lyle, 
Robert Macintyre  Transport Representative, Ian McKay, Iain Morrison, Ruth Tyler  Secretary. 
Councillor Jean Moffat, Curator of the Museum. Jonathan Miles  Project Manager for the Pavilion. 
Jane Williams and Allan McFarlane - Proposed Dialysis Unit  Victoria Hospital  Rothesay.  32 members of the public. 
  
Apologies: 
 
John McCallum  Vice Chairman, Ronnie Falconer  Planning Representative, 
Hamish Kirk (sent before the meeting but not read until after the meeting). 
Councillor Jim Findlay, Councillor Len Scoullar, Representative from the police force. 
 
Museum Fire Alarm: 
 
The Curator of the Museum explained the procedure should the fire alarm sound, and indicated a fire exit on each 
side of the meeting room, in addition to the main entrance, and said to meet at the outside of the front door. 
 
Declarations of Interest: None. 
 
Police Report: 
 
None.  No representative from the police force present.  Marlene Hill said there are only two of them on the island, 
on a Wednesday night.  In future Marlene Hill will ask for a written report. 
 
Previous Minutes: 
 
Iain Gillespie asked what the boxes were, that could not be loaded on to the ferry when it was diverted to Gourock 
because of bad weather.  Marlene Hill said they were boxes of flowers.  (After the meeting a member of the public 
queried the mention of the ferry radar not working properly in foggy weather.  He said this was incorrect and that he 
would raise the issue again). 
 
Presentation on Progress of the Pavilion - Jonathan Miles: 
 
Jonathan Miles gave a presentation concerning the Pavilion, with slides of plans and photographs of it as it was, 
photographs as the work progressed, and artists’ impressions and plans of what it will be, etc.  He said it was 
originally designed by Architect James Carrick and built in 1938, in the Modernist style and was similar to the De La 
Warr Pavilion in Bexhill-on-Sea, although roughly half the size, at just under 4000 square metres (confined by the 
restrictions of the site, acquired by the council in 1936).  The De La Warr Pavilion and Rothesay Pavilion are the only 
buildings of this scale and style in the UK.  Rothesay Pavilion is in the top ten of Grade A Listed Buildings in Scotland, 
so is an important piece of architecture.  They are spending just over £10 million, with a number of different 
partners. 
 
There are 3 levels, the lower ground level, which used to hold the shooting gallery in the semi basement area, then 
the main entrance, you used to be able to walk through and up the staircase, and then up to the upper ground floor, 
that is the Main Hall, the auditorium area which is the major feature of the building, is 900 square metres, with a 
sprung dance floor, one of only a few left in the UK. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.c20society.org.uk/100-buildings/1935-de-la-warr-pavilion-bexhill-on-sea/
http://www.c20society.org.uk/100-buildings/1935-de-la-warr-pavilion-bexhill-on-sea/
http://www.c20society.org.uk/100-buildings/1935-de-la-warr-pavilion-bexhill-on-sea/
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Presentation on Progress of the Pavilion - Jonathan Miles - Continued: 
 
In the upper area, there are various rooms supporting the main auditorium.  There used to be a sun terrace, which is 
still there, but now covered, and curtain walling which is glazed has been put in so it is encapsulated. This will 
become a meeting room, an exhibition area, it is about 75 square metres, which is in addition in terms of the original 
footprint.  There will be a suite of offices, initially to be occupied by the Rothesay Pavilion Charity, but with the 
possibility of renting them out, to generate some revenue. 
 
What had been the Caretaker’s House, 180 square metres, will also be offices.  The café will be reinstated where it 
was.  There will be a shop of 40 square metres, built on as an extension.  Ventilation plant will be installed, which 
was not there previously, but is required under current legislation.  There will be new Crittall anodised aluminium 
windows, and the sign will be returned to the original red.  The building is intended for multi-use, not just 
entertainment.  There will be about 230 square metres of new exhibition space for artists. 
 
A member of the public enquired if the glass would be filtered from the sun.  Another member of the public 
mentioned the glass doors on the half landing.  Jonathan Miles said these had been taken away. 
 
Councillor Moffat asked where the lift would be situated and was told it would be through the foyer, on the right 
hand side by the kiosk, and will go all the way up through the building. 
 
Iain Gillespie asked if there were any photographs of back stage.  Jonathan Miles said there were, and that it was 
part of the Heritage Officer’s job to take photographs, and Jonathan Miles would be happy to share these.  
 
He spoke concerning the challenges of the refurbishment, saying it was a complex project.  Getting the building wind 
and water tight had been hampered by bad weather, had he made the decision he would have encapsulated the 
building in polythene.  Also the high water table had caused problems.  There had been problems with salt in the 
walls causing deterioration in the brickwork, stonework had to be cut out and reinstated.  A stonemason has been 
doing repointing.  Concrete had been repaired or replaced.  Reinforced concrete on the front elevation was in a poor 
condition.  They had found a weakness in the foundation of the main wall of the auditorium.  The flagpole and 
building ties were corroded (by salt).  Columns from the sun terrace to the ground had not been seated correctly by 
the original builders. There has been partial collapse of the ceiling in the auditorium, which is under investigation, 
and could need a more expensive approach, so they will go back to the Area Committee regarding that. 
 
A member of the public said that Jonathan Miles was highlighting the problems, but surely he had expected some 
‘unknowns’.  Jonathan Miles said they were on budget, but he preferred to tackle the problems, rather than leave 
them, and that the building had stood for 80 years and should now be sustainable for another 80 years, and that 
although it had taken longer, he thought everyone would be impressed with the quality of the work. 
 
Iain Morrison asked what the target completion date was.  Jonathan Miles said it had been going to be 29 July 2019, 
but this had been extended to September.  Marlene Hill asked if it would be this year and Jonathan Miles thought 
not.  Marlene Hill enquired as to the capacity and was told 1,000.  She was concerned that with 620 beds on the 
island, that people wouldn’t go back to the Pavilion.  Jonathan Miles said the charity would decide the pricing and he 
wasn’t involved with that.  Robert Macintyre said he had heard a rumour that the sub-contractors had difficulty 
getting paid.  Jonathan Miles didn’t know about that, nor about the main contractors’ (CBC) own terms and 
conditions.  He will make enquiries. 
 
Councillors’ Reports: 
 
Councillor Scoullar’s Report: 
 
Councillor Scoullar was unable to be present at the meeting, but he sent his regards, and provided a report.  He had 
asked that if anyone had any questions for him to please e-mail him or telephone him. 
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Councillors’ Reports Continued: 
 
Councillor Moffat’s Report: 
 
Forum for Older Voices:  
 
Councillor Moffat read out her report and elaborated on a few points.  She suggested attendance if possible at the 
meetings of ‘Forum for Older Voices’, she said that more than a quarter of the population of Bute is over 65 years of 
age, and it is a good way of having their voices heard. 
 
Charity Event at the School: 
 
She mentioned that she had judged Year 3 at the school, [the pupils] were all involved in a charity event where they 
liaised with all of the charities, then [the students] were honed down to 5 groups, and the winning group won £3,000 
for their charity.  Councillor Moffat said it was an excellent event. 
 
Ettrickdale Roadworks: 
 
She spoke concerning the Ettrickdale roadworks, saying there is a dual problem in that the road is built on a bed of 
clay, with a lot of water coming down, and the sea wall needs propping up too.  She said there are only 3 men on the 
island to deal with all the roads, and that is not enough.  Marlene Hill asked whose fault it was, and Councillor Moffat 
replied it was down to council budgeting.  Robert Macintyre asked when had the road department got down to 3, he 
had been sure there were 4.  He was told that 1 was injured.   
 
A member of the public spoke at length concerning the council taking on more staff, or transferring staff from other 
departments to cover shortages.  Councillor Moffat thought that sometimes people on the island are not prepared 
to take on these jobs, which are advertised but not filled. 
 
Ian McKay asked why the council had not brought road workers over from Argyll for the Ettrickdale roadworks, using 
the 3 from Bute for other roads.  Councillor Moffat said it would be a minimum of an hour’s travel each way, losing 2 
hours out of each working day, so the council are trying to retain the work within the workforce of the island.  Ian 
McKay asked why the council did not sub-contract out the work to a company, as it is an important route.  Councillor 
Moffat said she will ask the question. 
 
Road Repairs: 
 
Iain Morrison asked if Councillor Moffat, Councillor Findlay, and Councillor Scoullar, had had the opportunity to tell 
the road repair team where to go next, with regards to the list of roads he and other people had identified to the 
councillors.  Councillor Moffat said that wasn’t how it worked, his information had come in after the roads 
department had decided what roads would be repaired, (and he should have the information of what roads they had 
decided to do, and the budget set against it).  Iain Morrison thought this was a poor system, as they hadn’t started 
the work yet.  Councillor Moffat said they had started the work, they had done an extensive bit of the pavement at 
Battery about six weeks ago.  Iain Morrison asked why, if they had only commenced some of the programme, that it 
was considered to be too late for local input.  He said the problem is they [the road team] do roads that no-one uses, 
like the bit past Ettrick, yet the main thoroughfare through the town, which is an eyesore to visitors and the first 
thing people see, and when for people who live on the island there are all sorts of roads, (he used the Serpentine as 
an example) needing urgent attention.  Councillor Moffat said she will pass that forward for next year, as the 
programme is already set for this year.  Marlene Hill asked why it couldn’t be changed, and said it shouldn’t just be 
accepted. 
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Councillors’ Reports Continued: 
 
Councillor Moffat’s Report - Continued: 
 
Road Repairs - Continued: 
 
Councillor Moffat asked Iain Morrison if he had compared his list to the existing, which had been sent to the 
Community Council.  He said he hadn’t seen the existing.  He said the councillors were there to represent the 
community, and that they had the best opportunity to pass on the feedback they get from the Community Council 
meetings, and urged them to do so.  Councillor Moffat said they do that, but reiterated that the schedule was 
already put out before he gave them the information.  Iain Morrison asked what explanation had been given as to 
why the roads department could not change the programme.  Councillor Moffat said there was no explanation. 
 
Jan Cochrane said that at the last meeting, a road was discussed that had been set to be done last year, but they [the 
road department] had changed that, and not done it, (so why could they change it, not to do a road, but not change 
it to do a road). Councillor Moffat said it wasn’t done last year because of the weather.   
 
A member of the public said Scottish Islands Federation on behalf of the Scottish Government are going around all 
the islands, to research each island, and there is a consultation on Bute on 24 May 2019 at 4.30 pm at what was the 
Clydesdale Bank, and she suggested that was the sort of thing that could be put into a concise statement as to what 
was going on, then if it went straight to Scottish Government, bypassing Argyll and Bute Council, it might have some 
leverage.  Marlene Hill said she would attend. 
 
Another member of the public said the state of the roads were discussed over a year ago at a Bute Community 
Council meeting, when it was suggested they write to Ian Thomson of the Roads Department, to see if he would 
come to a meeting, and the result was that they were told a camera was driven around the island to look at the 
roads and that was how it was decided which roads to do work on.  Councillor Moffat said she thought that was the 
case, last year.  Tim Smith the Head of Roads was discussed. 
 
Street Sweeping: 
 
Councillor Moffat said she had had several e-mails from a Community Councillor regarding the street sweeping 
situation.  She said Argyll and Bute Council have a very good website, if you go onto that and put in street sweeping, 
it gives a form and you put in why you are filling it in, where you need the street cleaned, bins emptied, anything like 
that.  It is a way of advising the council what works need to be done.  She thought we are all going to be more 
involved in using computers in that way. 
 
A member of the public asked if it was the same form as discussed at the previous Bute Community Council meeting, 
concerning abandoned cars.  Councillor Moffat said that was separate, just go on to the website and put in what you 
are looking for, for example, planning, roads, street lighting, and the appropriate page comes up and you put the 
information in. 
 
Another member of the public said there used to be a regular street sweeper person, and now there isn’t, and for 
every individual on Bute to have to go onto the council website to say we don’t have a street sweeper seems odd. 
Councillor Moffat said it might suggest to the council that they need a street sweeper.  Robert Macintyre said there 
is still a street sweeper, and named the driver.  Councillor Moffat said she thought it was the person with a brush 
and 2 bins that was being referred to, who wasn’t there now.  She said to keep saying to the council we need this 
done. 
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Councillors’ Reports Continued: 
 
Councillor Moffat’s Report - Continued: 
 
Glass Recycling: 
 
A member of the public asked if there was any truth in the rumour that the company that collect the empty glass 
bottles is going out of business.  Marlene Hill asked if he knew the name of the company.  He didn’t.  Marlene Hill 
said she had heard that Fyne Futures who do the recycling had lost their monies, but she didn’t know if there was 
any truth in that.  Councillor Moffat did not know about this.  Marlene Hill said children were breaking the glass in 
West Church car park. 
 
A member of the public said there was a separate organisation who were responsible for collecting the glass bottles, 
who had gone into administration, and the contract had been passed back to the council. 
 
Marlene Hill thanked Councillor Moffat. 
 
Proposed Dialysis Unit  Victoria Hospital  Rothesay - Jane Williams and Allan McFarlane: 
 
Jane Williams introduced herself as the Local Area Manager for the Health and Social Care Partnership (HSCP) on 
Bute and introduced Allan McFarlane of Bute Kidney Patient Support Group.   She said amazing fund raising was 
initiated by Bute Kidney Patient Support Group, and together with an additional contribution from the Dr J N 
Marshall (Island of Bute) Memorial Trust, this fantastic amount of money allowed them to work with both groups to 
progress a Dialysis Unit on Bute, located within the Victoria Hospital, Rothesay.  When that money was achieved, 
they formed a Project Group consisting of Allan McFarlane, Donald Reid, from the Dr J N Marshall (Island of Bute) 
Memorial Trust, some NHS Estates, Architects, herself, the Senior Charge Nurse, the Service Manager from Stockeld 
Renal Unit, with Kristin Gillies, a Senior Panel Member from NHS Highland, leading the group.  (She had helped to set 
up a similar project in Campbeltown Hospital). 
 
Jane Williams said the architectural drawings have been done, the Building Warrant has been applied for, and the 
tender documents have gone out for the work to be carried out.  She said that once the tenders are in, and the 
contractors have been chosen, there will be discussion to ensure the work will be carried out with minimum 
disruption, as the hospital will still be functioning.  The unit will be sited in an area currently used as a 3 bed male 
ward, which will be re-located to a different part of the hospital, so it won’t be lost. 
 
She said there will be monthly Project Group meetings, and information will be put out to the community as to 
progress.  It was mentioned that comments saying the project is not going ahead, and that the nurses are not getting 
trained, are just rumours. 
 
Three dialysis chairs will be provided, with a full-time nurse to manage the unit, supplemented by existing nursing 
staff who will soon begin training, to support it.  It is a ‘hub and spoke’ model, an extension of an existing dialysis 
unit which is provided at the Inverclyde Royal Hospital in Greenock, with the same Consultant, Dr Colin Geddes, and 
Dr Woo, (so it is their unit that the space is being provided for, and they will have the say as to how to run it, and 
how the patients are cared for within it).  She said it was fantastic for the island, and for patients who have to travel 
for dialysis.  It was mentioned that it could also be used for holiday dialysis. 
 
A member of the public enquired as to the lifespan of the machine, and [break-down] back up (in relation to 
funding).  Jane Williams said the gentlemen, based in Glasgow, who maintain the home dialysis, and the dialysis 
machines at Campbeltown, will be at Bute for the first month or two.  Allan McFarlane said Bute Kidney Patient 
Support Group and the public were only funding it until it opens, when it goes over to the NHS who will be in charge 
of the funding.  Jane Williams said a commitment was made and that it was the practical costs which they couldn’t 
access. 
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Proposed Dialysis Unit  Victoria Hospital  Rothesay - Jane Williams and Allan McFarlane - Continued: 
 
She said the group will continue to fund raise, to provide additional things for the patients that are using the unit, 
because the days on dialysis are long and boring.  Allan McFarlane said they hope to provide exercise bikes, etc. 
Jane Williams would like to come back to a Bute Community Council meeting to give an update. 
 
Matters Arising from the Minutes: 
 
Transport Report - Robert Macintyre:   
 
CalMac.  Marlene Hill said that she, John McCallum and Robert Macintyre had been at the meeting.  Robert 
Macintyre said that according to Allison McDermott  [CalMac Port Manager], on Sunday 5 May 2019 MV Argyle had 
technical issues with one of the generators, so she missed a departure.  MV Bute was brought into service early, to 
pick up the 9.45, but the 10.30 was then cancelled as MV Argyle still wasn’t in service, later the service returned to 
normal.  There will be extra sailings for the Bank Holiday weekend. 
 
He was concerned as to how everyone would get on to the island, on the third Saturday in August, to attend the 
Highland Games and the Sheepdog Trials. 
 
Petition - Choose Argyll, Love Argyll - Isobel Strong: 
 
Isobel Strong referred to the petition, which had been signed by 1750 people in February, and was supported by an 
MP and councillors.  She quoted that “It had required the council to cease dropping the name Bute, cease using 
Choose Argyll, Love Argyll and cease using the word Argyll in isolation.  The council must accept that Bute is not 
historically part of Argyll, and stop this action which perpetuates the diminution of the name Bute”.  
 
She had received a letter from the Chief Executive [of the council] , Cleland Sneddon, (which did say Choose Bute, 
Love Bute).  She quoted from the letter, “Following the receipt of the petition in the Council Chamber he was keen to 
stress that there had been no intention to diminish the name Bute, and that changes were being made to the 
campaign, to reflect that commitment”. 
 
Isobel Strong said the website was also mentioned in the letter, but [the petition organisers] had to correct the 
website, because it mentioned secondary schools in every other place but Bute, it said Rothesay when it should have 
said Bute, it said Argyll when it should have said Argyll and Bute. 
  
She said the letter was fine, as far as it went, but the council really hadn’t changed anything, the polite response 
wasn’t answering the questions, and they were not reinstating the ‘Bute’ part.  She said the council had also sent out 
[another letter] concerning a consultation about a CalMac meeting, which still had Choose Argyll, Love Argyll, at the 
bottom of it.  She said that letters coming from Kilmory are still showing Choose Argyll, Love Argyll.   
 
She said the council are talking about launching a new strapline, Choose Bute, Love Bute “sometime in the summer” 
(but she doesn’t know if she wants to go to that, because it is not what she wants to hear).  She said she would be 
happy to have Choose Argyll and Bute, Love Argyll and Bute as the main one, with Choose Bute, Love Bute - on Bute. 
 
She asked if anyone had any ideas as to how to pursue this.  Should they lobby other people, or go to the 
Ombudsman?  Marlene Hill suggested keep writing to the council.  She asked that if anyone had any ideas to contact 
Isobel Strong or herself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 
 

Bute in Bloom Report - Iain Gillespie and Marlene Hill: 
 
Marlene Hill said there are only 5 on the Committee, and that isn’t enough.  She said that people don’t need to 
become a member of the Committee or even attend meetings, just do some weeding now and again, they can have 
their own corner.   A member of the public was prepared to do weeding.  Marlene Hill said they need lots of people, 
to get points, some of the towns had 140 people involved.  Marlene Hill said she would contact Mount Stuart to get 
them to do the weeding at the Mansion House.  She also spoke about the poor surface of the community space at the 
corner of High Street and Montague Street.  It was mentioned that there had been a problem with rats there. 
 
Iain Gillespie said the marking for this year had been changed, prior to this it had been 50% for horticulture, and 25% 
each for environment and community, he said it is now 40% for horticulture, and 30% each for environment and 
community.  He though that this was because local authorities were giving less to the competitors, so it is being 
mostly led by the communities.  He said that apart from painting some bits and pieces, they were starting their 
programme for this year’s competition, they have done Battery Place, Craigmore, Mount Stuart [Road], almost a 
mile of railings there, with the hope that they will reach Craigmore Pier next year.  They have also done the lamp-
posts from Albert Pier almost to the Glenburn Estate.  They are going to get in touch with the residents to see if they 
would like to donate towards hanging baskets, to enhance what they have done, and add to the community marks. 
 
He said there are also 2 other competitions, planters on patios; and planters at tenements, for which there will be 

prizes. The gentleman at Bute Berthing has said that he would be willing to ask the owners of boats using the 

moorings, if they had bunting, to fly them for the judge's visit. 

Iain Gillespie asked for volunteers to work in pairs to work the watering bowser, which is self-propelled and light, 
volunteers for weeding, volunteers for the rose beds, and also for the Rabbit Garden.  He said incidents of vandalism 
had been reported to the police.  He provided forms for volunteer details, and forms for entries for patio and 
tenement planters. 

 
Community Emergency Plan Report - Ronnie Falconer: 
 
Marlene Hill said Ronnie Falconer was unable to attend, but copies of his report were available.  [On the table at the 
meeting]. 
 
Planning Report - Ronnie Falconer: 
 
Marlene Hill said Ronnie Falconer was unable to attend, but copies of his report were available.  [On the table at the 
meeting].  She said he would be happy to talk about it at the next meeting. 
 
Dawnfresh - Fish Farm at Hawks Neb. 
 
Marlene Hill said Bute Community Council (BCC) were trying to get a meeting with them, (not at a regular BCC 
meeting, as the topic would take too long), she said BCC had offered a date, but Dawnfresh were unable to make 
that, and no other date had been decided on, (there was correspondence).  She suggested chasing them up again. 
 
A member of the public offered an update, saying the Hawks Neb fish farm proposal is not yet out of the Screening 
and Scoping stage.  Robert Macintyre enquired as to where exactly the proposed fish farm was to be sited, there 
were various replies and explanations.  The member of the public said that Environmental Impact Assessments are 
required for the other fish farms in the Clyde.  He spoke concerning the expansion to the Fish Farm at Loch Striven, 
along from Port Bannatyne, saying Dawnfresh have applied for an extension to their car licence from SEPA, and he 
thought BCC could write in to that, once Dawnfresh had put the notice in the paper.  He also mentioned a fish farm 

at the lower end of Bute, off of the top of the north of Arran, which will be quite visible from Scalpsie Bay.  Marlene 

Hill said BCC would continue to contact Dawnfresh. 

 
[Subsequent to the meeting, Dawnfresh invited a delegation from BCC to attend a site visit on Thursday 20 June 
2019, to their fish farm facility at Loch Etive, to learn more about how they operate their facilities.  Transport to 
and from Rothesay will be provided by Dawnfresh. 

x-apple-data-detectors://0/
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Planning Report - Ronnie Falconer - Continued: 
 
Dawnfresh - Fish Farm at Hawks Neb – Continued: 
 
It has also been arranged that on Tuesday 25 June 2019  there will be a “drop in session” at Rothesay Library from 
10am to 5pm and at Bute Museum from 6.30pm to 8.30pm. This is in place of a special BCC meeting.  Dawnfresh 
staff will be happy to answer any questions at either of these sessions]. 
 
Treasurer’s Report - Marlene Hill:   

Marlene Hill said she thought someone had agreed to be the Treasurer.  Robert Macintyre said he had asked a lady, 
who said she would give it some thought, and she was present at this meeting.  Theresa Nelson said she would be 
the Treasurer.  She was welcomed. 
 
Update on Website - Marlene Hill and John Graham: 
 
Marlene Hill said that John Graham was a new member to the Committee, and that everyone had been notified.  She 
asked if he had done anything on the website, and whether he had seen Peter.  John Graham said he had received 
administration rights the previous evening and had made a start on the website, he would like ideas from members - 
as it is BCC’s website, he can make changes as he goes along, as there is some content on it which is 7 years old.  He 
will tidy it up, put new links and forms in, etc.  He would like the website to take people straight to things that had 
been talked about and were new.  Marlene Hill said she would leave it to him. 
 
A member of the public asked if the BCC Facebook page would be reclaimed.  John Graham said he would try, after 
he had done the website.  The member of the public wanted the contact form to be answered.   John Graham said if 
people went to Guest Book, it would go to him.  A member of the public asked the address. 
 
Licensing Report - Jan Cochran:   Nothing to report. 

Holiday Leisure and Tourism Report - Marlene Hill: 
 
Marlene Hill said she was sad to hear that the Waverley would not be coming to Bute (or anywhere) this year.  She 
said the Waverley brings more than 10,000 people to the island.  She said For Bute had given £3,000 and hopefully if 
business continued to be good they would do the same towards the end of the year.  She said £2 million is needed, 
but the boat goes all over the country and she thought money would come in.  The Waverley needs 2 new boilers 
with all the associated work.  Marlene Hill said she would like to see the Waverley back at Bute next year. 
 
Health Report - John McCallum:  None.  (John McCallum was not present). 
 
Matters Arising: 
 
Marlene Hill spoke concerning the Lade, she said that at the last meeting someone had asked her “to ask Joe 
McCabe to take a bucket of water out, because the council were not bothering with SEPA”  She had asked Joe 
McCabe, but he was too busy, he said the council were not interested.  Marlene Hill said that apparently someone, 
without permission, has been clearing out the Lade with a machine, so it seems that SEPA will not be contacted to 
test the water.  Robert Macintyre said the sludge had built up, and it was affecting the Shinty Pitch. 
 
Marlene Hill said the had ‘phoned the council about abandoned cars, because one in King Street had been set alight 
(not on council land), and another had been dumped in Broadcroft car park (in addition to the one with grass 
growing in the windscreen), amongst other things she was told to take all the details and then get back to the 
council, so she will do this.  A member of the public explained the procedure for reporting problems on-line.  A 
member of the public said the council make money out of taking cars away, they charge for it. 
  
A member of the public spoke about abandoned cars and vandalism, and a lengthy discussion followed concerning 
providing teenagers with entertainment. 
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Any Other Competent Business: 
 
Iain Gillespie said that Bute Tools won the Haberdashers Team Championship for the whole of Britain and thought 
that BCC might like to send a congratulatory letter.  Marlene Hill agreed, and suggested that Iain Gillespie write it. 
 
A member of the public said that last Thursday there was a planning partnership consultation at Bute which was very 
well attended.  He asked that responses of any kind be sent in, as they desperately want consultee responses.  He 
asked if BCC wanted to give a response to a planning document that he had put out.  Marlene Hill said she would see 
what Ronnie Falconer said, as he was in charge of that. 
 

A member of the public spoke concerning a peaceful demonstration at Guildford Square on Friday 24 May 2019 
regarding climate change, as to how it will affect the island as well as globally.  They are getting school 
children involved, so they hope that anyone that feels strongly that the government need to take urgent 
action, attend.  There has been a press release.  It runs from 12 noon to 5 pm but they want the most 
people there at 3.30 pm. 
 
The Port Bannatyne Gala was mentioned as being a week on Sunday. 

 
A member of the public said there was a question on Facebook, from someone that couldn’t be at the 
meeting, concerning the larch trees being infested by something.  Councillor Moffat said the trees had been 
removed. 
 
Next Meeting and Annual General Meeting: Wednesday 19 June 2019 at 7 pm at The Museum  Rothesay. 
 


